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of entitlement: An analytical constitutional reading of the legitimacy of the

financial privilege of a member of parliament
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Abstract:

This study addresses the constitutional and legal
dilemma of parliamentary remuneration in Iraqg,
examining the legitimacy, scope, and rationale
behind financial entitlements granted to
members of Parliament. The research departs
from the assumption that parliamentary office is
a delegated public duty rooted in representative
accountability, not a personal privilege or a path
to material gain. This is enshrined in the Iraqi
Constitution (particularly Article 63) and widely
accepted in democratic legal theory.

Despite the Iraqi Parliament’s internal bylaws
granting it administrative and financial
autonomy in regulating its affairs, the absence of
a specific legislative framework governing
parliamentary bonuses has led to legal ambiguity
and public skepticism. The lack of performance-
based criteria, the continuation of these
payments beyond the end of parliamentary
terms, and the vagueness in defining the legal
basis of such bonuses raise critical constitutional
questions. Are these payments rightful

AT g

compensations for public service, or unregulated
privileges  detached  from  democratic
accountability?

Keywords: Parliamentary bonuses, financial
privilege, constitutional duty, Iragi Constitution,
entitlement.
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