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Abstract
The phenomenon of loose dogs has recently emerged in Iraq and the Kurdistan Region and
the damage they cause to people and property, which has raised the question about civil
liability for these damages and who bears compensation for them in light of the legislative
shortcomings in the provisions regulating liability for animal actions in the Iraqi civil law.
We concluded that there is no single legal basis for responsibility of animals in the Iraqi
Civil Law. Sometimes the legislator bases liability on a mistake that must be proven, and at
other times he bases it on an assumed mistake that cannot be proven to the contrary, and in
certain cases can be proven to the contrary, in addition to the lack of legislative organization
of the liability provisions for the actions of the animal in Iragi law, as a specific person
cannot be held accountable for the damage caused by loose dogs in light of the provisions
of the Iraqi Civil Code that impose civil liability on the owner of the animal, which requires
that the animal be owned by a specific person or under his possession or control. However,

it can Filing a lawsuit to request compensation for damages caused by loose dogs against
the authorities legally competent to combat these dogs when their negligence is proven. In
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light of the research findings, a set of recommendations were presented to the Iraqi legislator
and concerned authorities with the aim of eliminating the phenomenon of loose dogs, and
holding the relevant authorities in the state responsible for their damages when those parties
negligently, in addition to recommending the abolition of Articles (221-226) of the Iraqi
Civil Code, and the introduction of a new text in place.

Keywords: civil liability, liability for the animal, compensation, loose dogs
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