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Criminal liability of legal entities in Iraqi law
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Abstract
The original principle in criminal liability was that it was imposed on a natural person
because the basis of responsibility depends on awareness and will, and this is what
cannot be done in a legal person. The law has rules directed towards those who are
proven to have the ability to distinguish right from wrong and whose actions comply
with the law. However, as a result of the economic and commercial openness adopted
by the countries of the world, it led to a significant increase in the number of
institutional entities, which take the form of commercial and industrial companies with
enormous financial capabilities, in a rapid and unprecedented manner. Therefore, it
became necessary to pursue all activities and mistakes that took an active role in the
occurrence of the crime, and it became Persons who did not contribute financially to
the commission of the crime are included in the scope of criminal liability as original
perpetrators. Hence, the legal person's responsibility for crimes and their harmful

effects emerged.
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