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Abstract:

With the worsening water crisis in Iraq,
the need to curb water waste and its
misuse, as outlined in the state's strategic
plans, has become urgent. To achieve
sufficient  deterrence  for  water
conservation, the administration must
exercise its authority by imposing
administrative and financial penalties,
either directly or through the judiciary.
Therefore, we adopted a descriptive-
analytical approach to study the problem
of "What legal powers are available to the
administration to impose administrative
penalties of a financial nature, either
directly or through the judiciary, to
protect  water resources?”  We
hypothesized that "enabling  the
administration to impose financial
penalties directly, or through the
judiciary, will achieve its goal of
preserving  water  resources and
preventing their depletion.”" Our findings
include the effectiveness of
administrative penalties of a financial
nature in preserving water resources
efficiently and quickly, a characteristic
superior to imposing financial penalties
through the judiciary. However, these

‘4o

penalties can lead to administrative abuse
and exceeding its authority, necessitating
administrative oversight during their
implementation. Furthermore,  the
suspension of Article (11) of the
Irrigation and Drainage  Networks
Maintenance Law No. 12 of 1995 is a
significant factor. Water management has
lost much of its effectiveness. We have
proposed strengthening the penalties
stipulated in some water-related laws,
amending certain laws, and reinstating
others after addressing their
constitutional violations.
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