Sumer Journal of Legal Sciences
43 381 o glall e g Alas

P. ISSN: -3081-1082

@

J

Vol. (1). No. (1)< March 2026 Yo a1 () aaad) (V) Alaall
Pages: 723-740 Ve VYY dadal)

Transformations of the Constitutional Referendum in Iraq: A Study of the Contents of Iraqi
Constitutions
Dr. Mohammed Najm Jallab

College of Law - University of Dhi Qar

Abstract:
The essence of democracy lies in the
referendume« which involves obtaining the
people's consent on a specific issues
regardless of its nature. Constitutions
have consistently strived to move closer
to democracy by incorporating provisions
for constitutional referendums« aiming to
transition the country to a democratic
system of governance. Power is
considered legitimate when accompanied
by popular consent. The provisions for
constitutional referendums have varied
across lragi constitutions« reflecting their
different uses and mechanisms. We
observed that Iraqi constitutions prior to
2003 did not include provisions for
referendums or their venues. The

monarchy's  constitution made no
reference to referendums¢ nor did
republican  constitutions¢  with  the

exception of the 1970 constitution< which

VAR

focused on the person of the ruler and was
primarily political in nature.
Furthermore« despite its inclusion in the
constitution« referendums were largely a
tool wielded by the ruler< devoid of any
legal or constitutional substance.
However<  subsequent  constitutions:
following 2003« have evolved« explicitly
and clearly stipulating the venues for
referendums in  the  constitution.
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