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Abstract:

The budget cycle in local authorities
represents a regulated financial process
under the 1996 Local Authorities Law.
The cycle begins with a mandatory
"discussion of budget guidelines” before
the actual vote. This is followed by an
approval phasec which must be
completed no later than mid-April of the
iImplementation year to ensure a true
balance. The process then moves to the
executive stage< governed by the
principle of a fundamental separation
between the authorizing officer and the
accountant general to guarantee the
legitimacy of financial operations. In
contrast: Egyptian legislation:
specifically Local Administration Law
No. 43 of 1979« outlines a process that
begins with the competent financial
bodies of each local unit submitting their
draft budget to the governorate five
months before the start of the fiscal year.
The governorate's financial body then
consolidates these drafts and presents
them to the local people's council for
discussion and approval. The cycle
concludes with the inclusion of each

governorate's budget as a separate section
within the state's general budget¢ thus
granting it the same legal provisions
applicable to the federal budget. Turning
to the Iraqi legislative reality < we find that
the 2005 Constitution and the Law of
Provinces Not Organized in a Region No.
21 of 2008« as amended« have laid the
foundations for a local budget cycle that
Is consistent with the principle of
administrative decentralization< as the
authority to prepare the initial budget was
entrusted to the administrative units in the
provinces.
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