QU
5

@

Y,

Sumer Journal of Legal Sciences
4 3AY) o glall s guu Alnns

P. ISSN: -3081-1082

Vol. (1), No. (1), March 2026 Yo AT () aamdl (V) alaal)
Pages: 378-404 £t JYVA dadal

The impact of unilateral US sanctions imposed on countries and their ability to benefit

from their economic resources
Dr. Abbas Shatoul Hamoud Al-Shammari
Al-Amin University/Faculty of Law

Abstract:

The increasing use of unilateral
sanctions raises profound legal issues
related to the principle of state
sovereignty and equality, the limits of the
legitimacy of intervention in internal
economic affairs, and the extent to which
these measures comply with peremptory
norms of international law. The
fundamental principle of the international
legal system is that coercive measures of
an economic nature are only legitimate if
imposed collectively and through specific
mechanisms aimed at maintaining
international peace and  security.
However, practical reality reveals a
significant expansion in the imposition of
unilateral sanctions, whose effects extend

beyond the targeted state to impact third
parties. This raises serious questions
about the extent to which these practices
respect the foundations of international
legitimacy.
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1. Congressional Research Service, «Enforcement of Economic Sanctions: An
Overview,» 18 -3- 2024, Posted at the following link https://www.congress.gov/crs-

product/IF12063 ,.
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