Sumer Journal of Legal Sciences
435 5980 o glall o g Alas

P. ISSN: -3081-1082

Vol. (1), No. (1), March 2026 YO AT () aaad) (V) Ayl
Pages 623-654 o¢ LYY dadal)

Restrictions on Freedom of Expression in Arab Constitutions based on Article (19) of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights (Comparative Study)
muntadher sabeeh Dawood
University of Maysan — College of Law

Abstract:

While freedom is enshrined as a
fundamental right in both international
conventions and Arab constitutions, it is
not absolute. It is subject to key
constraints derived from international
human rights law, summarized in Article
19 of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights as: respect for societal values and
fundamental principles; protection of
individual rights and freedoms; and
ensuring the preservation of national
security and public order. A study of the
application of these constraints in the
legislation of several Arab states reveals
an important  finding:  theoretical
harmony between international and
national frameworks. However, it also
highlights the practical challenge posed
by the broad interpretation of these
concepts and the potential for their
misuse to arbitrarily expand the scope of

Ty

these restrictions. This would transform
them from tools for achieving balance
into tools of repression. Therefore,
achieving a balance between freedom of
expression and other legitimate interests
depends on the existence of clear legal
texts.
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